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Eric Wiebe and his grandson Adam visited the BIG Little Science 
Centre on grandpa's birthday for some fun science. Eric is a long 
term volunteer and a current director of the BIG Little Science 
Centre Society. 

Photo: 

Liz McCaugherty  
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The BIG Little Science Centre is open to the public 
 

Tuesday to Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  
 

CLOSED SUNDAYS and HOLIDAYS 
 

Phone: 250 554 2572   E-mail: Gord@blscs.org or Susan@blscs.org 

 

For more information check out our website (blscs.org), our 

Facebook page, or follow us on Twitter 

The Applied Science Technologists and 

Technicians of BC (ASTTBC) 

recently donated an additional $2,500 

to the BIG Little Science Centre (BLSC) 

A big thank you to ASTTBC for its continued support of the BIG Little Science 

Centre Society. ASTTBC is a long term supporter of the BLSC and has 

donated $38,000 in the past 10 years. 

 

Thank you to B100 and Radio NL for getting the news out. 

What am I? 

Clue 1: All matter is created from the dust I make when I explode. 

https://twitter.com/i/redirect?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FASTTBC%2Fstatus%2F604317615335591936%3Ft%3D1%26cn%3DbWVudGlvbg%253D%253D%26sig%3D54d12548447d453c21fd93f89c9d3acb50d537e2%26al%3D1%26refsrc%3Demail%26iid%3Dcbb8d6d405f4435c9ef2fe0771151868%26
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Become a member of the Big Little Science Centre Society 

A family membership is $60.00/year. An individual membership is $45.00/year. A family 

membership consists of five directly related people. (This includes any combination of 

grandparents, parents and children). 

Visit our website blscs.org for more details on the benefits of membership. 

BLSC Wish List 

Would you like to help out the Big Little Science Centre?  

Here is a wish list of donations we are looking for: 

 Any Legotm Mindstorms parts (NXT or RTS)   Plastic photo film canisters 

 A 10,000+ sqft building    Large shelving unit 

Glass milk bottles   Thomas the tank style train table 

What am I? 

Clue 2: The atmosphere makes me appear to twinkle in the night sky. 

Susan showing how we 

treat guests at the BIG 

Little Science Centre.  

This is one of the popular 

demonstrations included in 

our air pressure show,  

forces show, and 

occasionally in other 

demos.  

A balloon is blown up 

inside a glass bottle (if the 

cork is out), putting the 

cork back in while the 

balloon is inflated allows us 

to use air pressure to keep 

the balloon inflated. We 

can then add water easily 

to the balloon. Then you 

pick a victim (volunteer) to 

pull the cork … see above. 

Explanations can include 

air pressure, elastic force, 

and gravity. 
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Demonstrators of the BIG Little Science Centre 

Up Close and Personal 

Gordon Gore Photos 

 

1 

 

2 
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What is it that makes the BIG Little Science Centre so special with its visitors? Everyone knows we 
have an incredible 'Hands-on Room': A gymnasium with over 140 displays where kids of all ages can 
handle interesting stuff and experiment for themselves. However, we also have very special 
demonstrations. These do not consist of an expert spouting boundless knowledge from the front of 
the room. Our demonstrations really involve the audience on a personal level. The photographs (1-
10) capture the spirit of the typical BIG Little Science Centre 'demonstration'. The demonstrator 
(staff or volunteer) interacts with kids from the audience. With smaller groups, just about every 
member of the group can somehow be part of the 'show'.  
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Staff and volunteers at the BIG Little 
Science Centre make every effort to 
involve students in demonstrations. 
Perhaps that is one reason why the most-
used word we find in our visitor comment 
book is "Awesome!" 

1. Gord Stewart 

2. Jennie McCaffrey 

3. Gord Stewart 

4. Eric Wiebe 

5. Susan Hammond 

6. Colin MacDonald 

7. Ken Schroeder 

8. Gordon Gore (Photo contributed)  

9. Thomas Giroday 

10. Dr. Dave McKinnon 
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Upcoming at the BIG Little Science Centre  

The BIG Little Science Centre Exploration Room is open for public drop in:  

Tuesday to Saturday, 10am to 4pm. Special activities and shows run on Saturdays  

655 Holt Street, at Happyvale School  

Standard entry fees apply for the following, unless otherwise stated.  

Saturday, June 6: Air Pressure Show at 11am and 1:30pm  

Air exerts a force that demands respect; join us for this interactive show to learn why!  

Saturday, June 13: Kite and Flight Day, from 10am to 4pm  

Rocket demonstrations, make your own Alka Seltzer rockets, make your own Colourful Kites and more.  

Wednesday June 17: Stormwater Trees at McArthur Island, at 7pm  

Julie Taylor Schooling  

Science Lecture Series at BIG Little Science Centre for older children and adults.  

Details below. Free entry. Reception included. Doors open at 6:30pm, lecture starts at 7:00pm.  

Saturday, June 20: Static Electricity Show at 11am and 1:30pm  

Time for a Science Centre Hair Do. Join us to learn about Static Electricity and see some great sparks!  

June 25, 26, 27, & 30: Construction Days: LEGO, Megablox, MagNext, 

and more! Building materials w ill be out all day for creative 

constructions.  

Wednesday, July 1: BIG Little Science Centre Travel Booth, from 8am 

to 6pm at Riverside Park, Canada Day Celebration 

BLSC Speakers Forum 

Stormwater Trees at McArthur Island: Research tackles knowledge gap 

Julie Taylor Schooling, MScES, MBCSLA, Landscape Architect McElhanney Consulting Services Ltd. 

Wednesday, June 17, 2015 

“Green infrastructure” sounds like a great idea, and it makes complete sense to harness ecosystem 
processes within cities to keep our water, land, and air cleaner. Many approaches are based on assumptions, 
though, including the assumption that isolated urban trees funnel rainfall similarly to forest trees. Stemflow is 
the portion of rain reaching the base of the tree, and we discovered that it is NOT safe to assume this process 
is similar! In this talk, we will describe how we asked and answered some very tricky questions about tree 
traits and stemflow, and how our findings relate to other studies. And most importantly, we’ll highlight 
implications for choosing tree species and designing landscapes that can absorb stemflow…a valuable 
resource when it’s managed correctly! 

 

Julie Taylor Schooling, has long had an interest in the integration of stormwater management and landscape 
features. This project was the basis of her Masters thesis at Thompson Rivers University (TRU). Darryl Carlyle
-Moses, PhD, is Associate Professor and Chair in the Department of Geography & Environmental Studies at 
TRU, and supervised Julie and team. 

jschooling@mcelhanney.com |  dcarlyle@tru.ca | www.kamloops.ca/stormwatertrees (for MScES Thesis) 

 

Free entry.   Doors open at 6:30PM  Refreshments. 
At the BIG Little Science Centre, 655 Holt Street 

What am I? 

Clue 3: A group of us can form 

patterns called constellations 

and can be found in the night 

sky or on the BLSC Star Wall. 
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I am a Star! 

Twinkle twinkle little star 

Now we know just what you are 

Spread across space oh so far 

Your dust makes all things that are 

Twinkle twinkle little star 

Now we know just what you are 
 

I was born when an old star dies through a super nova explosion in a cloud of hydrogen 

space dust.  

The explosion causes the space dust to compress where soon gravity takes over and attracts 

more dust and other small objects around and grow to become a star. 

I am now undergoing nuclear fusion and “burning” all my hydrogen into helium because I am 

so big, hot, and under lots of pressure. 

Once I have converted all my hydrogen into helium I will convert my helium into heavier and 

heavier elements. 

Eventually I will become too big and explode in a super nova just like the star that created 

me spreading the atoms I created far and wide. This is how all atoms in the universe are 

made. 

Thanks to Dr. Joanne Rosvick and her talk “From Stellar Nurseries to the Solar System:  

Searching for our Origins” at the Speaker Series on April 28th, 2015 for explaining my life 

cycle and how it is relevant to the origin of everything. 

This ‘What am I’ episode provided by Mark Bui.      

What am I? 


